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Topic: ARRA Implementation of Biomass/Fuels Projects
Issue: USDA Forest Service Region 4,   - State and Private Forestry Biomass/Fuels ARRA Projects, Idaho 
Background: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) was signed into law by President Obama on February 17th, 2009.  ARRA gives the Forest Service the chance to reinvigorate the local economies, while restoring natural resources.  Four projects were funded by the US Forest Service through the State and Private Forestry.  Following is information on those projects.
Funded Projects: State and Private Forestry  
Treasure Valley Forest Products
Estimated Funding: $250,000
County: Ada
Treasure Valley Forest Products was awarded $250,000 in State and Private Forestry ARRA funds to expand a pellet plant operation in Mountain Home.  The plant has improved the area’s opportunity to use woody biomass as a renewable resource.
· Harvest includes small-diameter timber (four-inches in diameter and above).  
· Pellet mill utilizes small-diameter timber.
· Projects $3 million in sales in 2009. 
· Expansion doubles the plant’s production predictions.
· Will create approximately 5 new jobs by adding a pellet mill second shift.
· Treasure Valley Forest Products is directly involved in all functions, including supplying wholesale/retail partners.

Evergreen Forest Products
Estimated Funding: $2,500,000
County: Adams
Evergreen Forest Products was awarded $2.5 million in State and Private Forestry ARRA funds to install a dry kiln at an existing sawmill, retaining several dozen existing jobs. Evergreen Forest Products produces lumber at their mill in Tamarack, Idaho. They currently need to haul the green lumber 112 miles to their other mill to dry and plane the boards before marketing them. Adding the dry kiln at their Tamarack site will reduce processing and overall trucking costs, providing more funds for purchase of raw material and for wages.

Garden Valley Fuels for Schools
Estimated Funding: $3,000,000
County: Boise
Garden Valley was awarded $3.0 million in State and Private Forestry ARRA funds to convert the Garden Valley School to a central biomass heating plant. Biomass to operate the heating plant is expected to utilized material from the nearby Payette River Lumber mill facility.

Sawmill/Showings Plant – Emmett
Estimated Funding: $4,000,000
County: Gem
Emerald Forest Products was awarded $4.0 million in State and Private Forestry ARRA funds to complete the construction of a sawmill and shaving plant where $6 million has already been invested. The project supports retention and expansion of a 50 person workforce with short-term construction and long-term mill and logging jobs.  Over 30 people are employed in the construction phase of the Emmett Saw and Shavings Mills project. In addition to the construction crews, this project is gearing up to provide long-term employment for up to 45 people at the saw and shavings mills plus additional people in the logging and trucking industries. 
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