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Topic: Woody Biomass Utilization Project (WBUP) Southwest  Idaho
Issue: Status and Accomplishments of the WBUP 
Background: WBUP is a successful public-private partnership funded by the Idaho Department of Commerce, Adams, Boise, Gem and Valley Counties, grants, and private industry. The mission is to work with the private sector to promote woody biomass supply, to identify and develop markets, develop mechanisms and equipment to get supply to those markets and promote product and organizational development that will aid in the development of woody biomass businesses and markets.   
The partnership was established in 2007 with a MOU between Idaho Dept of Commerce and Adams, Boise, Gem, and Valley Counties.  Sage Communities Resources was also a member of the partnership and provided fiscal/administrative support to the program.

Membership is made up of voting and non-voting members.  Voting members are one county commissioner and a wood products or financial management person from each county. Non- voting members are representatives from USDA Forest Service (Boise and Payette NF), Idaho Dept of Lands, West Central Highlands RC&D and SAGE Community.

Annual budget is approximately $110,000.  

WBUP Accomplishments to date:
Assessing Supply: WBUP raised $45,000 to complete Certified Resource Optimization Protocols for IDAHO to assess available future available inventory of wood supply by species, diameter, location, etc. 

Federal Funding for Idaho Business: Stimulus grant applications developed with WBUP's help resulted in four stimulus grant awards totaling $9.75 million:

· $4 million to Emerald Forest Products to complete construction of a sawmill and shavings plant in Gem County

· $3 million to the Garden Valley school system in Boise County for conversion of the school’s heating system to a woody biomass fueled plant.

· $2.5 million to Evergreen Forest Products in Adams County for installation of a dry kiln at a local saw mill, thus retaining at least 40 jobs in the County.

· $250,000 to Treasure Valley Forest Products in Elmore County  to establish a pellet mill.

Technical Assistance: WBUP provided 50 hours of technical assistance to help private firms apply for Forest Product Lab grants to help them retool or obtain new equipment to create a woody biomass market.  Treasure Valley Forest Products received their $250,000 wood pellet mill grant with this assistance. 

Sustainable Logistics: WBUP hosted a demonstration of the stinger-steer trailer in the Bear Tornado area to show benefits of use for biomass removal.  They also provided plans to Western Trailer in Boise  to build an Idaho prototype. 

Develop New Markets: WBUP already works with many private companies across Idaho to support 1) production of wood pellets for industrial and residential use; 2) chip production for animal bedding; 3) counties in utilizing landfill wood waste for biomass (Recent example: Valley County contracted with HJ Recycling to grind wood waste at their Materials Refuse Facility).

New Sustainable Technology: WBUP has been and continues to work with and support companies in establishment of a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) facility in SW Idaho or eastern Oregon.  The CHP plant will provide 15 jobs, more important, is the use of 130,000 tons of biomass needed to fuel the facility and 10MW+ of electric power.

Continue to work to introduce a new industry: Mobile biochar plants that work both in the woods and a stationary facility, providing 5 to 8 jobs per mobile unit.  Each unit will convert 4500 tons of biomass per year into bio-oil and char to supply other industries with raw material.

Innovative Partnering: Memorandum of Understanding between WBUP and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) to develop state of the art watershed and wildlife habitat stewardship contracts in SW Idaho. RMEF's recently convened collaboration project in the Payette National Forest will improve watersheds, animal habitats and forest management and open the door to successful longer term stewardship contracts similar to those that have succeeded much like those in Arizona's Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest and Colville National Forest in Washington.  

Significant Support to State-wide Initiatives: WBUP and Idaho Commerce are members of the Statewide Forestry Task Force of the Governor’s Strategic Energy Alliance, where we educate policy makers on the vital role that a vibrant woody biomass industry can play in developing renewable energy and rural jobs. Development of this industry can play a vital role in meeting Idaho’s 2025 Energy goals, including reduction of our dependence on foreign oil.   
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